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Seminary Enroliment
Continues to Increase

More than 160 students enrolled for fall classes in
2006. The enrollment figure includes both graduate
and undergraduate students and exceeds the 138
students enrolled for fall classes in 2005.

Dr. Shun Au-Young, Master of Arts Religion
student, says, “I have noticed the increased
enrollment especially in the parking lot! 1 like the
teachers and the way they teach. They really show
positive scholarly and pastoral attitudes. I learn
much from the professors and from student
discussions in the classroom.”

Lamar McKinney, Master of Divinity student,
agrees, “Much of what you get in the classroom
exchange among students [ wouldn’t get on my own.
The interaction provides opportunity for dealing with
issues that might not even occur to you on your
own.” He adds, “The atmosphere at the seminary is
professional yet relaxed. Courses are thorough and |
have enjoyed the professors.”

Renee Barton, Bachelor of Arts in Religion
student, says, “I desired to go deeper in Bible study
and have found that here. A graduate encouraged
me to come and I have found a wonderful
environment that really is a very accepting place for

2

women.

Enthusiasm Builds as BMATS
Golden Jubilee Approaches

Enthusiasm for the upcoming Golden Jubilee (50"
Anniversary) of BMA Seminary is increasing on the
seminary campus. The Golden Jubilee will be
celebrated during the 2007-2008 year in conjunction
with the first seminary classes which were held on
September 8, 1957 and the first graduating class in
May 1958.

According to Dr. John W. Gregson, the
seminary’s first registrar and second president, a
ground breaking ceremony was held on the
seminary’s property between the current Gregson
Student Center and Kellar Library in October 1956.

“It is intriguing to know that the buildings we use
today were not yet in existence 50 years ago. Since
that time administrative facilities, a library, a chapel,
a student center and an apartment complex have
been built. Also, approximately 400 students have
graduated and numerous others have attended
classes and benefitted from a quality, conservative,
Bible-based, and evangelical education. We look
forward to celebrating the past and preparing for the
future,” says Dr. Philip Attebery, Seminary Dean.
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Dr. Curry (right) Speaks with Students

Harris-Curry
Scholarship
Established

BMA Seminary has joined
with the Texas Educational
Baptist Congress to establish a
scholarship in the names of
Pastor J.T. Harris and Dr. S.L.
Curry.

Harris is the first Afro-
American student to graduate
with a master’s degree from
BMA Seminary. He earned the
Master of Religious Education
degree in 1980.

According to Rev. Dr.
Jerome Milton, President of the
Texas Educational Baptist
Congress, Harris “has
established himself as an
outstanding preacher/pastor
who is committed in bringing
the Word of God in the
recesses of East Texas. He
never forgets how he was able
to rise above circumstances
and achieve a unique goal for
himself and for others to
follow.”

Harris is pastor of the
Bethlehem Baptist Church in
Carthage, Texas and led the
seminary’s Brand Spiritual
Emphasis Week in 1992.

Curry is the first Afro-
American student to graduate
from BMA Seminary and to
later earn a doctoral degree.

Curry earned the BMA
Seminary ‘s Master of
Religious Education in 1987
and the Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary’s Doctor
of Ministry degree in 1998.

Curry is pastor of the New
Zion Baptist Church in Winona,
Texas and serves as a part-
time professor for BMA
Seminary.

Milton says, “He continues
to be a great influence to youth
and young adults as they seek
his direction in how God would
use them for His purpose. He
is a mentor to those who
struggle with stumbling blocks.”

Bertram Cooper, BMA
Seminary Development Officer,
says, “These names (Harris
and Curry) will speak volumes
to future recipients as to the
importance of their call and the
unlimited possibilities of their
future education and
ministries.”

Curry says, ‘It is an
humbling thing to be
considered as part of this
scholarship along with Bro.
Harris who ‘blazed the way.”

Dr. Philip Attebery, Seminary
Dean, says the scholarship is
both appropriate and timely.
“The scholarship is appropriate
because both of these men
have evidenced successful
ministries and integrity for
lengthy periods of time. It is
timely because BMA Seminary
is increasingly growing in its
student enrollment from the
Afro-American community.”

According to the National
Center for Education Statistics,
BMA Seminary leads similar
institutions in the western
United States in the enroliment
of Afro-American students.

Fall 2006 Chapel

Chapel services are held each
week to encourage the personal
devotional lives of the seminary
family. Special thanks to chapel
guests scheduled for Fall 2006.

Dr. John Gregson, Dr. Tony
Cleaver, Paul Heuermann, David
Watkins, Dar Lee, Latrell Windam,
Brent Smith, Jacksonville College
Ensemble, Dr. Harold Brunson, Dr.
Joe Pendleton, Tommy Oglesby,
Allen and Rhonda Curry, Jeff
Thompson, Ken Vanderslice, Stuart
McAnally, Sheryl Hanna, Willie
Houze, Greg Medenwald, and Grady
Higgs.
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“Earnestly Contending for the
Faith”
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Because of His Blessings
President, Dr. Charley Holmes

As this fall semester begins, |
am excited as we anticipate
celebrating our Golden Jubilee
Year!

Enrollment

Because of HIS blessings,
we have set a new record
enrollment of 162 students.
Our current student population
includes students from China,
Ghana, Guinea, Haiti, India,
Iraq, Kenya, South Africa, and
Canada, as well as students
from several states. As a
result, the seminary’s ministry
is reaching around the world.

Finances

Because of HIS blessings,
according to our latest audit,
we have finished the year with
a balanced budget. We want to
thank God for the support of
our churches and individual
donors, who have been long-
time, loyal friends and
supporters of the seminary.

Facilities

Because of HIS blessings, we
are entering a campaign to
refurbish the Dorman Memorial
Chapel and build a new library.

The chapel has been well
used through the years, but it is
now showing a lot of wear and
tear and is overdue for a much-
needed face lift.

The Kellar Library now
contains over 92,000 items,
including periodicals and other
research materials, and is
bursting at the seams.

We look at these needs as
things that God can handle
through the generosity of His
People. Would you be willing to
make a contribution to help
fund one of these projects?

Golden Jubilee

Because of HIS blessings,
BMA Seminary continues to
“Earnestly Contend for the
Faith.” Dr. John W. Gregson
has recently completed a
history of BMA Seminary called
Earnestly Contending For The
Faith.

To quote Dr. Philip Bryan,
President Emeritus and
Professor of Biblical and
Theological-Historical Studies,
“No living person would be
more competent than Dr. John
W. Gregson to research and
record this vital information.
Brother Gregson was with the
school at the very beginning
and on the original faculty and
staff. For most of the past fifty
years he has been connected in
one way or another (even if not
officially) with this school.”

Prayer

Would you pray for our BMA
Seminary graduates who are
serving our churches in the US
and around the world as
missionaries? Would you pray
that they would be blessed with
a harvest of souls and that this
year’s current student body and
faculty will be the best ever at
winning souls and making
disciples?

Dean’s List
Spring 2006

Associate of Divinity
Linda Bouwer
Gary Bowman

Denise Doughtie
Lucy Kamau
Edgar Roberson

Bachelor of Arts in
Religion
Patrice Anaab
Barbara Gust
Steven Marsh
6rady McDonald
Justin Owens
Philip Parks
Anthony Slack

Master of Arts
Theological Studies
Jimmie Decker

Master of Arts Religion
Dustin Cameron
C.H. Collins
Timothy Gresham
Rasha Sara

Master of Divinity
William Dee Daniel
Chris George
Lamont Risner
Jake Vandenberg
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Dr. Eugene Murphy

Graduate Spotlight:
Dr. Eugene Murphy

This spotlight is focused on a member of the first
graduating class of the BMA Theological Seminary, Dr.
Eugene Murphy. Talking to Dr. Murphy one finds that
conditions in the 1950’s were very different from today.
However, it is clear that students back then and students
of today face many similar circumstances.

Dr. Murphy was saved in Temple Baptist church in
Laurel, Mississippi. Pastors Gerald Bridges and V. D.
Parnell encouraged him to get into school. Bro. Parnell
offered to take him to Jacksonville College.

When he arrived, he was interviewed by Dr. Gerald
Kellar, who asked, “What do you feel like God wants you
to do?” Bro. Murphy’s response was, “Be a pastor.” Dr.
Kellar outlined his course of study right then.

He and his wife moved from Laurel to Jacksonville in
September of 1955 and he enrolled in the seminary
division of Jacksonville College. Dr. Kellar, Dr. W. J.
Dorman, and W. H. Hodges were professors and John
Gregson was a student teacher.

He remembers being the only student from Mississippi
in his first class. He expressed his call to the pastorate
and need for help finding a church. He says, “Before
sundown that day I had gotten a call from Sand Prairie
Baptist Church in Normangee to preach the next Sunday.
The church called me as pastor and my wife and I moved
again from Jacksonville to Normangee.”

Many students today can relate to commuting to class.
“John Gregson was pastor of Harmony Baptist Church in
Normangee, so we took turns driving our cars to
Jacksonville. We attended classes from Monday to
Wednesday afternoon and we joked that our wives
pastored the churches while we were in school.”

He remembers that housing was limited and usually
reserved for full-time college students, so commuters had
to make their own arrangements for Monday and Tuesday
nights. The owner of an old hotel near the railroad tracks
allowed him, John Gregson, Gordon Renshaw and Al
Duncan to share a room each night for a dollar a piece.

As with many students today, finances were a major
concern. At the time, “You paid all of your tuition up
front or you did not go to school. I remember coming
home one day and sitting down to cry. My wife asked me
what was wrong and I told her I was going to have to
drop out of school because we don’t have the money for
tuition.” His wife wisely advised that they pray about it.
The next day an unexpected check came in the mail for
exactly the amount needed for tuition.

When the association created the national seminary
and built the new building, the seminary became an
independent institution, separate from Jacksonville
College. Dr. Murphy is proud to have been in the first
graduating class of the national seminary in 1958. He
made lasting friendships with the nine other graduates.

Dr. Murphy says that his seminary education gave him
excellent preparation in many ways. Always giving God
the glory and credit, he said that his seminary training
prepared him be an effective pastor. After graduation he
went back to Mississippi and became pastor of Lebanon
Baptist Church in Laurel. The church experienced
tremendous growth during his stay. He has been pastor of
14 churches in Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. He has
also been active in evangelism and conference ministry.

Besides general preparation for ministry, Dr. Murphy
credits his education with helping him be prepared for
service in associational positions. He has served in
various leadership positions, on committees and trustee
boards of state and national associations. He served as
Director of Missions for the BMA of Mississippi for
seven years and as president of Southeastern Baptist
College in Laurel, Mississippi for 14 years. He credits
seminary classes under Drs. Dorman and Brunson as
helping him most as a Professor of Pastoral Ministry and
Evangelism at Southeastern Baptist College.

Dr. Murphy currently serves on the Board of Trustees
of the BMA Seminary and is especially glad to have had
the privilege to serve on the board of trustees a number of
years. Dr. Murphy had been married to his first wife,
Bernice, 56 years when she passed away 3 years ago.
Together they had two children, four grandchildren and
one great grandson. He and his current wife, Faye, have
been happily married just over one year.
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Seminary Professors
Published

BMA Seminary is blessed
with highly credentialed and
respected faculty members
who are active in writing for
scholarly and practical ministry
oriented publications.

Dr. Greg Parsons,
Professor of Biblical Studies,
has contributed to the Word
Study Commentary by Victor
Books. The commentary
should be available in Spring
2007.

Parsons prepared word
studies for the Book of Job.
He says, “The whole format of
this work seems to be unique.
Key words are studied in their
context of book and genre. It
is intended for both pastors
and seminary students.”

Parsons has also
contributed to the Holman
Christian Study Bible, which is
soon to be released. His
commentary and introduction
notes are used for the Books of
Obadiah, Nahum, Zephaniah
and Haggai.

Dr. Ronnie Johnson,
Professor of Christian
Education, contributed to the
May/June 2006 issue of
Children’s Ministry with an
article entitled “A Sharp Blade.”

The article focuses upon
the value of teachers keeping
themselves “sharp” by self-
evaluation and listening to the
advice of others.

The article reads, “Don’t let
stress and dulling routine rob
you of energy and productivity.
Stay sharp . . . and keep close
to the ones you serve and
love.”

Dr. Elton McCann,
Professor of Church Ministries,
has been a regular author of
Adult Sunday School literature
for the Baptist Publishing
House.

Three books will be written
by McCann for the 2007 year:
Words to the Wise, Devoted to
the Gospels and Transformed.

McCann, who teaches
evangelism at the seminary is
particularly excited about the
Summer 2007 study which will
emphasize evangelism.

He says, “This is more than
a study of evangelism. It is an
effort to involve people in the
actual process of evangelism
and to see them more involved
in personal evangelism.”

Dr. Philip Attebery,
Seminary Dean, has recently
contributed to a book by Debra
White Smith entitled /It’s a
Jungle at Home: Survival
Strategies for Overwhelmed
Moms. The book was
published by Harvest House
2006.

Alicia Johnson, Public
Services Supervisor for Kellar
Library and wife of Dr. Ronnie
Johnson, also contributed to
the book.

It’s a Jungle is promoted as
highlighting “innovative
solutions to handle life’s
problems and reveals the
creativity and patience moms
are famous for.”
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Drs. Johnson, Attebery, Parsons

January Motion
Schedule 2007

Church History II (CH 512)
Dr. Thom South
January 8-12

Old Testament
Introduction and Survey 11
(0T 512)

Dr. Greg Parsons
January 15-19

Register by November 17, 2006

Blaylock Recognized for
Four Decades of Service

James Blaylock, Director of BMA
Seminary’s Kellar Library, was
recognized for 40 years of service to
BMA Seminary during the annual
faculty appreciation dinner on August
24, 2006.

Blaylock has worked with every
seminary president. He was hired by
Dr. Gerald Kellar in 1966 as assistant
library director. He began service as
interim director in 1972 and became
official director in 1980 when he
earned his Master of Science in
Library degree.

Blaylock also earned a Master of
Religious Education degree from the
seminary in 1977.

He says, “Working with the
faculty to build a good collection for
our students to use and trying to get
the library on par with other
theological libraries” has been most
rewarding over the 40 years.
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Gifts and Memorials

MRS. BELLE ALBRITTON
TONY & JERRIE S. CLEAVER
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

LOUIS F. ASHER
NOLAN LEE GREEN

HARRY E. ATTEBERY
DAVID & KAREN ATTEBERY
MRS. HARRY ATTEBERY

DR. JOHN ATTEBERY
DR. & MRS. BILL ATTEBERY
MRS. PEGGY ATTEBERY

MRS. VERLA ATTEBERY
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

ARNOLD DEAN BAKER
WEDDINGTON WMA,
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

C. S. BENNINGFIELD
WILBUR & NITA BENNINGFIELD

DR.JENTRY BOND
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

ELDER L. H. BOSWELL
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRO. MERLE D. BRADLEY
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

MRS. MAMIE BRATTAIN
GARY & PAM MURREY

JAMES MARSHAL ‘BILLY’
BROWN
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRO. FRANKIE J. BURKE
DON BURKE

MRS. FRANKIE BURKE
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
MRS. STAN (JAN) WHATLEY

RENEE CASPER
PHILIP & STEPHANIE ATTEBERY

MONDEL COMER
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
GRACE HOLMES

MR. & MRS. CARL WHITTEN

LAVELLE CONGOUR

D. O. ATTEBERY FAMILY

MRS. PEGGY ATTEBERY

PHILIP & STEPHANIE ATTEBERY
MS. MABEL A. CARD

CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON

PAUL R. CONGOUR
MRS. PEGGY ATTEBERY

BRO. W. A. CORLEY
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

CH COL (RET) O.1. COURTNEY
TONY & JERRIE S. CLEAVER

MARGUERITE DANIELS
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK

MARGARET E. DAVIS
KENNETH & FELICIA VANDERSLICE

ALEVA MAE DUNLEY
ENON WMA, GILMER, TX,
JUNE LAGRONE

BRO. JOHN ELLIOTT

MACKIE & MARY ADAMS

BELLE ALBRITTON

THE BARNETTE FAMILY, HAROLD,
CHAROLETTE, NEATHA, CAROLYN
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK
CHRISTINE BUNN

DORCAS CLASS, FIRST,
JACKSONVILLE, TX

CHARLES & JO HOKE

J. SELWYN HOLLINGSWORTH
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

W. LAJUANDA SPEEGLE

R. DUANE & CHARLOTTE TURNER
MR. & MRS. HAROLD WILLIAMS
PEGGY WILLIAMS

RONNIE ELLIS
TONY & JERRIE S. CLEAVER

DARRELL FITE
MRS. HARRIET ELLIOTT

BRO. LASH FREY
TONY & JERRIE S. CLEAVER
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BOBBIE NELL HINTON
JAY & JANIS FROST ANDREWS

Fall 2005 to Fall 2006

CHARLES HOKE
MRS. HARRIET ELLIOTT

FLOYD HOLLE, SR.
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK

CLYDE & ALMA
HOLLINGSWORTH
J. SELWYN HOLLINGSWORTH

BENTON S. & LAURA ELLA
JACKSON
POLLY D. & GERALDINE JACKSON

EARL JOHNSON
GARY & PAM MURREY

MRS. DOLLY JONAS
RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON

MRS. TEXIE LANDERS
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

KERMIT LANDUA
GARY & PAM MURREY

WADE LEE
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
MRS. MARGARET LEE

CRYSTAL ANN LITTLE
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

MRS. JULIA LITTLEFIELD
MR. & MRS. HAROLD WILLIAMS

NORMA BALL MARSHALL
OWEN DRY

OTHA & TASAMANIA MAST
REV. MICHAEL K. MAST

DR. HAROLD (HAL) MCNEILL, JR.
BMAA ARMED FORCES & INST.
CHAPLAINCY

NOLAN LEE GREEN

GRADY & NORITA HIGGS

CHAP COL (RET) BOBBY & DOVIE
THORNTON

MRS. MARIE MEADE
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

THURMAN MILLER
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
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JOHN DUDLEY (J. D.) MOSS
WEDDINGTON WMA,
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

HAROLD MURREY

JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
BOBBY & MARTHA NELSON

BRO. W. H. NEWMAN
ZION, ST. LOUIS, MO

CHRISTOPHER CHARLES
PARISAPOGU
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK

MRS. MERLE (JANIE) PARKER
L. C. & FRANCES TURNER

HANSEL PEARCE
PAT PEARCE

JOYCE ELIZABETH PHILLIPS
PHILIP & JANICE BRYAN

SUE PITTSENBARGER
KENNETH & FELICIA VANDERSLICE

MRS. BOBBIE PRITCHARD
GARY & PAM MURREY

DR. WILLIAM CHARLES PRUITT
NOLAN LEE GREEN

BRO. JAMES (JIMMY) ROGERS
DON & NELL BALCH

JOE & SHERRY HALL

CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
EUGENE & MAUREEN KIRKSEY
DALE & LOUISE MILLER

MR. & MRS. JAMIE L. SCHOOLER
VAN & FREDDA SCHOOLER

MR. & MRS. RILEY G. WALDROP
BILLIE WILMETH

EMMA L. WILSON

MRS. JOYCE RUTH
JUDY MCNEILL

BRO. CARL SEAL
TONY & JERRIE S. CLEAVER
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRO. HAROLD SMALL

JEAN ASHER & FAMILY

PHILIP & STEPHANIE ATTEBERY
BAPTIST BOOK CENTER, DALLAS, TX
DR. & MRS. WILBUR K. BENNINGFIELD
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON

ROBERT F. KENT

JUDY MCNEILL

DOROTHY SMITH

RUBY L. CORLEY

FLOYD AND JEANNETTE GASTON
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON

JOHN L. & EDITH SMITH
BEN & RUBY SMITH

DR.S.T.SULLIVAN
CALVARY, LAVERNE, CA

SARAH JO TACKETT
JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK

MERTIS BONNER TAYLOR
RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON

HAZEL WARNELL
ENON WMA, GILMER, TX,
JUNE LAGRONE

SANDRA JUAREZ

JAMES L. WILSON

JAMES & JOANN BLAYLOCK
RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON
MRS. ANITA SMALL

MAXINE WARREN
PHILIP & JANICE BRYAN

JONATHAN WEBB
TONY & JERRIE S. CLEAVER

CHERYL WEIR
SANDRA JUAREZ

MRS. PEGGY WILLIAMS
CHARLEY & DIANE HOLMES

HONORS

ACTIVE DUTY BMA CHAPLAINS
MERRITT & LULIE YOUNGDEER

BMA GRADUATE CHAPLAINS
REV. MALCOLM BERNSTINE

CH MAJ FORREST 'BO'
BANKSTON
DR. & MRS. WILBUR K. BENNINGFIELD

BRO. JAMES BLAYLOCK
DR. & MRS. DANIEL BABER
LADIES BIBLE STUDY GROUP,
CORINTH, JACKSONVILLE, TX
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRO. & MRS. BOBBY BOWMAN
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRIDGET, BRANDI & VICTORIA
CANTU
JAMES & BILLIE SCHAFER

MRS. DEBORAH CANTU
JAMES & BILLIE SCHAFER

BROTHER & MRS. DAN FAGALA
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

CH CAPT. KEVIN GUTHRIE
AUBREY (BUDDY) & TAFFY JOHNSON

MRS. JUNE LAGRONE
SANDRA JUAREZ

BRO. VERNON LEE
RONNIE & ALICIA JOHNSON

DR. ELTON MCCANN
FAIRVIEW, VIOLET HILL, AR
BEN & RUBY SMITH

NEW HOPE, STREETMAN, TX
WALNUT GROVE, LAKE CITY, AR

MARGARET MCCOWN
MARY MARTHA CLASS,
JACKSONVILLE, TX

BRO. JAY POLLAN
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRO. & MRS. JOHNNIE POLLARD
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

BRO. OLEN & SIS.JUDY RIVERS
JEAN ASHER

DR. MEDRICK SAVELL
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

MR. & MRS. JAMES SCHAFER, JR.
JAMES & BILLIE SCHAFER

DR.JAMES D. SHINE
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES
CAROL SHINE

DR. JAMES L. SILVEY
CHARLEY & DIANNE HOLMES

HAROLD & ANITA SMALL
JIM & JUNE TAYLOR
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